
 

 

2021 OTHS Senior Promenade and Awards Ceremony- FAQ 

Overall Facts 
1. When is it? Saturday, May 15th. In the case of inclement weather, the event will be moved inside to the Panther Dome on 

Saturday, May 15.  (All plans subject to IDPH COVID regulations.)  
2. What time is it? 7-9pm  

Check-in begins at 7pm  /  Promenade around the track & walk the red carpet 7pm-8pm   /  Awards Ceremony 8pm-9pm   
2. Where is it? OTHS Smiley Campus Panther Athletic Complex. This is also known as the stadium.    
3. Who is invited? OTHS seniors and one guest ages 14-20. 
4. What is the event going to be like? It will be similar to the Oscars. There will be a red carpet and promenade prior to the 

awards ceremony. You will be seated in the bleachers for the awards ceremony.  
5. Why is this event structured the way it is? By hosting a promenade and awards ceremony, we are able to allow the senior 

class to come together as a group in accordance with current ISBE and IDPH COVID regulations. Due to Illinois COVID 
mitigations, dance floors remain closed and very large social gatherings are still not permitted at this time.  

6. What will happen at the event? After checking in by scanning your OTHS ID at the entrance to the PAC, you will 
promenade once around the track and across a red carpet in front of the bleachers. There will be multiple photo 
backdrops set up for photos with friends. The DJ will be playing music throughout the event and there will even be hosts 
interviewing attendees as they cross the red carpet in front of the bleachers.  

7. What exactly is a promenade?  Webster dictionary describes it as “a leisurely walk in a public place for pleasure or 
display”. Students will stroll around the track once and walk across the red carpet in front of the bleachers as the DJ 
plays music before being seated for the awards ceremony. 

8. What time do I need to check-in by to participate in the promenade around the track and walk the red carpet? 7:45. If you 
arrive later than 7:45, you will be ushered to the bleachers in time for the awards ceremony to begin.  

9. How do I check into the event? OTHS students will scan their school IDs. You will only be admitted if your name is on the 
reservation list.  A driver’s license, military ID, or school ID will also be accepted for non-OTHS students. This is a ticketless 
event, so you will only be admitted based on if your name is on the reservation list.  

10. Do I have to stay for the awards ceremony? No. If you would like to attend the promenade/red carpet portion and then 
leave, you may. Once you leave, you will not be readmitted.  

11. Can I just attend the awards ceremony? Yes, you can be seated in the bleachers as soon as you arrive. You do not have 
to participate in the promenade or red carpet.  

12. Will there be dancing? No. Dance floors are currently closed due to COVID mitigations.  
13. Will there be food? No. Students will be required to properly wear masks throughout the entire event. Students can make 

dinner plans before or after the event with family or friends based upon their comfort level and preferences.  
14. Will there be reserved tables? No. Students will sit in the bleachers for the awards ceremony portion of the event. Every 

other row of the bleachers will remain empty to allow for social distancing. Students will be ushered to open seats on a 
first come, first serve basis.  

15. Can I sit by my friends during the awards ceremony? Yes. If you are with your group when you are ushered to your seats 
after completing the promenade around the track and walking the red carpet, you will be seated together. All seating and 
spacing pursuant to IDPH COVID regulations.  

16. What is the attire requirement? Attendees should wear appropriate attire for this formal occasion.  Many students are 
planning to wear attire similar to previous proms such as long dresses, dress pants and a tie, suits, tuxes, etc.  

17. What about shoes? Because this promenade portion of the event will occur on the track, students are asked to wear flat 
bottomed shoes such as flats, tennis shoes, or wedges as they will not harm the track surface. No spiked, blocked, or 
stiletto high heeled shoes are permitted on the track. Attendees not wearing shoes approved for the promenade on the 
track will be ushered to the bleachers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
APPROVED FOR TRACK: FLAT BOTTOMED SHOES SUCH AS FLATS, TENNIS SHOES, OR WEDGES 

          
 
NOT APPROVED FOR TRACK: SPIKED, BLOCKED, STILETTO HIGH HEELS    

      
18. Why are only seniors invited? Due to the capacity of the PAC, we only have ample seating for seniors and their guests. 
19. Can full remote seniors attend the event? Yes, both in-person and full remote seniors are invited to the event.   
20. How much does it cost to attend the event?  FREE. This event is complimentary.  
Reservation Information  
21. How do I make reservations? You will complete this through Blackboard. Go to Institution, scroll down and click on Senior 

which is under Organization, then click Content, and then click Promenade Reservations. It will be set up like a 
Blackboard test. You will be able to make a reservation for yourself and one guest. Reservations will be processed and 
approved by Ms. Seipp electronically. Check your submission in Blackboard for feedback.  

22. Will I get a paper ticket? No. This is a ticketless event, so you will not receive a paper or electronic ticket. Instead, your 
name will be placed on the reservation list. This is done to prevent the potential loss of a paper ticket as well to guarantee 
that only approved students are admitted to the event.    

23. When/where can I make reservations? Seniors can make reservations starting on Saturday, April 10 at 8am via 
Blackboard. Seniors can continue to make reservations until Monday, May 10 at 11:59pm.  

24. Who can attend this event? Currently enrolled OTHS seniors can make one reservation for him/herself plus one 
reservation for a guest. The guest can be an OTHS underclassman in good standing or an approved non-OTHS guest 
ages 14-20 as of May 15, 2021.  Any student who has lost extracurricular privileges will not be able to make a reservation, 
nor attend the event. An OTHS senior improperly making reservations for him/herself or someone other than his/her own 
guest will have their reservation revoked and will be denied the privilege to attend the event. A guest (both non-OTHS and 
underclassmen) MUST be admitted to the event at the same time as the hosting OTHS senior.   

25. What if I am dating another OTHS senior and plan to attend the event with him/her? Each OTHS senior should make 
his/her own reservation. For example, if Jordan and Taylor are dating and they are both OTHS seniors who want to attend 
the event together, they should each make their own reservation for themselves on Blackboard. Jordan should log into BB 
and make one reservation for himself and Taylor should log into BB and make one reservation for herself.  They would 
NOT list anyone as their guest.  

26. Who is considered a guest? Anyone who is NOT a current OTHS senior is considered a guest.  
27. What if I want to bring an OTHS 9-11th grader as my guest? You do NOT need to submit a guest request form for OTHS 

9-11th graders. You will enter the student’s name and their OTHS ID number during the registration process. The student 
will scan his/her ID to be admitted, and you must arrive to the event and register at the same time as your guest.  

28. What if I want to bring a non-OTHS guest? You may invite one guest to the event. The minimum grade level for all guests 
is the ninth grade and the maximum age is 20 years old as of May 15, 2021. If you plan to bring a guest that is NOT an 
OTHS student, you must plan ahead so that you can get the GUEST REQUEST FORM approved by ADMINISTRATORS 
AT BOTH SCHOOLS and parents. If the guest is not a student, we need his/her driver’s license number.   



 

 

29. Where do I obtain a guest request form?  Forms are available online on the Senior page under Content, on the Prom 
webpage, on the Promenade table in the 600 hall across from the South Gym, and in the lobby of the Smiley campus. 

30. Where do I turn in a guest request form for approval? This form can be turned in electronically to Mr. Wallis at 
wallisc@oths.us or in the Attendance Office at Smiley.  

31. Do I need to have a non-OTHS guest approved prior to making a reservation? Yes. Guests must approved by an OTHS 
Administrator before making a reservation. Once your guest is approved, you will be emailed an approval notification by 
the administration. You do NOT need to submit a paper approval slip during the reservation process as Ms. Seipp will 
have access to the current approved guest list. If your guest is NOT approved, your reservation for that person will be 
denied. Please wait to make reservations for both yourself AND your guest until your guest has been approved.  

32. How will I know my reservation form was approved and processed? The student who submitted the reservation should 
look at the Reservation Submissions score on Blackboard in the same way students check to see a grade or comments 
on a BlackBoard direct graded assignment. Your “score” will indicate how many reservations have been approved. For 
example, if you are only making one reservation for yourself, you will earn 1 point. If you are making a reservation for 
yourself and an approved guest, you will earn 2 points. Please allow up to 48 hours for reservations to be processed.  

33. When is the last day to make a reservation? 11:59pm on Monday, May 10 
34. Where and when can I ask about the event? Visit Ms. Seipp in room 1025 or email her at seippj@oths.us.  
35. What will the Reservation Submission look like? Go to Organization, Seniors, Content, then click:  

Promenade Reservations - Open until Monday May 10 at 11:59pm 
Answer the following 4 questions:  

• Do you want to attend the promenade? If yes, please enter your name and your ID number.  

• If you plan to bring a guest, what is your guest's full name and ID number (an ID number is only required if the   guest is an OTHS 9-11th grader)?  

• Do you agree to abide by the promenade regulations? By selecting yes, you acknowledge your full understanding of the regulations and agree to fully 
abide by them at the promenade. 

This is a school function and all OTHS student conduct rules and regulations apply to ALL attendees.  
   All seniors must reserve a seat on Blackboard by May 10, 2021 at 11:59pm to attend the event.  
   The minimum grade level for guests is ninth grade and the maximum age is 20 years old as of May 15, 2021. 

All attendees must show an ID to be admitted. This is a ticketless event and attendees are admitted based upon being on the reservation list. OTHS 
students should use a school ID to be admitted. ALL non-OTHS students must show a current school ID or state-issued photo ID or driver’s 
license with a birth date listed in order to enter the prom.  
All attendees must properly wear a mask covering the nose and mouth throughout the event while on school property and follow COVID 
regulations.  
All attendees must be free of COVID-19 symptoms (fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body 
aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea) in a way not normal to themselves 
upon arrival to OTHS for the promenade.  
All attendees must NOT have been in close contact with a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 or tested positive themselves within 14 days 
of the promenade.   

                   Attendees may not leave the event and be readmitted. 

• What is your OTHS email?  

COVID Protocols  
36. Will I have to self-certify to be admitted? Similar to attending school, all attendees will have to be COVID symptom free to 

be admitted.  
37. What safety measures will be in place? Students will be required to properly wear masks as well as follow COVID 

protocols.   
38. What happens if someone does not abide by mitigations? This is a school function and all attendees will be expected to 

act appropriately and safely as is expected during a school day. Administration will be present and address issues as 
needed.  

Photography and Music  
39. Will there be a photographer? Yes, throughout the night, you can have your photos taken by a professional photographer. 

Proofs will be posted online and can be ordered after the event. There will also be photo opportunity areas positioned 
around the PAC for you to take photos with your friends with your own phone/camera.   

40. Will I need to wear a mask when taking photos with my friends inside the PAC? Yes, you will be required to keep your 
mask on while taking photos.  
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41. What time with the photo stations close? 8pm. They will close prior to the start of the awards ceremony.  
42. Will there be a DJ? Yes, the same DJ company that has been used for recent proms will be playing music throughout the 

event. 
43. Can I suggest songs? Yes, there will be a survey posted to Blackboard to allow you to submit your favorite songs.  
Awards Ceremony  
44. What time is the awards ceremony? Coronation and Senior Personality Awards will begin at approximately 8pm and end 

by approximately 9pm.  Senior personality award winners will be called to the field to receive their award and court will be 
seated on the field for coronation.  

45. Where will I sit during the awards? You will be ushered to a seat in the bleachers.    
46. Will I know what section and row I will be sitting in prior to arriving at the event? No, students will be ushered into rows 

prior to the start of the awards ceremony. If you would like to sit by a group of your friends, stand near them as you 
proceed into the bleachers after completing your promenade around the track and walking the red carpet.   

47. What happens after the awards ceremony concludes? Students will be dismissed to go directly to their cars.  
48. When will voting occur? Seniors will vote for prom king and queen and senior personalities via Blackboard April 27-April 

30. Court members will be announced the morning of Tuesday, April 27 and prom court sashes will be distributed to court 
members via first hour teachers.  

Transportation Information 
49. Where should I park? All attendees should park in the Weber Lot.  
50. Where should I get dropped off? If a student is getting dropped off at the event, they should enter campus from Smiley 

and be dropped off near the Dome Lobby as seen below.  

 
 
Senior Memory Wall  
 
51. What is Senior Memory Wall? This first of its kind collage will be created to honor the OTHS Class of 2021. It will be 

displayed inside the Smiley campus May 3-14. It will feature student submissions and be a great backdrop for photos.  
52. How can a student submit something to be displayed? Go to Organizations, Senior, Content, then click Senior Memory 

Wall Submission  
53. What should a student submit? Upload a 8.5” x11” Microsoft Word document (standard computer paper size) or a PDF 

containing photos, quotes, and/or memories of your time at OTHS.  Make it as creative as you want but it must be school 
appropriate. Please include your name somewhere on the document. The page will be printed in color and displayed as part 
of the Senior Memory Wall.  

54. When is the submission deadline? Wed, April 28 at 11:59pm.    


